184     AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITY
St. Paul said * to the Athenians, " Ye men of Athens, m all things I perceive that ye are somewhat superstitious (or religious) " This is emphatically a charactenstic of the Indian peoples. At the time of the great eclipse of the sun, in the last decade of last century, I happened to be at home on leave The late Professor Copeland, the Astronomer Royal in Scotland, asked me to help him m respect of an expedition he was organising to see it m India I gave him letters of introduction to some of the Central Provinces officeis, and amongst others to the Tah-sildar of Katol, a town on the line of total eclipse When he came back he was full of the kindness he had received, and especially of the unstinted help the country people had given him, When I met the Tahsildar (a Brahman from the Konkan of Bombay) I congratulated him on his having made Professor Copeland's visit a success He said, with a smile, " The credit is not mine. The Professor has a most venerable appearance, and I translated his title of * Astronomer Royal' into Marathi as c Astrologer to the Queen 5; so the people received him with reverence, and gave him all the help they could "
I was greatly moved by the following incident I had assembled many landlords and bankers to leceive my thanks for the help they had given to the people during the trials of the famine which I had to fight as Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces The famine seemed over, for the Meteorological Department had given us good hope of rain; and I fixed my meeting for the beginning of July, feeling confident that the monsoon would have burst by then But the rain had not come; and the sky was clear when we went to the meeting. Our hearts were full of anxiety. In speaking of it at the end of a long meeting in which the work of all had been detailed and many had received special marks of approval, I said that perhaps we had another year of trial before us, but that we prayed to the Merciful Father to deliver us from so terrible a visitation
* Acts xvii 22 (Revised Version) the margin reads " religious" for '*superstitious '*